
Retention 
Rate**

n % n % n % %
Fall 2020 5,738 219 4% 4,085 71% 4,304 75% 74%
Fall 2021 5,625 240 4% 3,864 69% 4,104 73% 72%
Fall 2022 5,860 162 3% 4,017 69% 4,179 71% 70%
Fall 2023 6,170 236 4% 4,284 69% 4,520 73% 72%
Fall 2024 6,332 254 4% 4,423 70% 4,677 74% 73%

5-Year Average 29,725 1,111 4% 20,673 70% 21,784 73% 72%

* Student may or may not be enrolled in the same program as original Fall semester.

** Retention Rate is intended to determine the percent of students that return to Virginia Western to continue their education; therefore, students who graduated have been excluded from this calculation.

Data: VCCS Master Files, VWIR_GRADS, 7/16/25

 Fall 2018 - Fall 2019  Fall 2019 - Fall 2020  Fall 2020 - Fall 2021  Fall 2021 - Fall 2022  Fall 2022 - Fall 2023
34% 35% 36% 41% 38%

Cohort Retention Rate 37% 42% 38% 48% 44%
Fall 2020 74%
Fall 2021 72%
Fall 2022 70%
Fall 2023 72%
Fall 2024 73%

Virginia Western Overall Fall-to-Spring Retention Summary
The table below shows fall to spring retention for the past five years.

Graduated or Enrolled by 
Subsequent Spring

Enrolled at VWCC Subsequent Spring*Graduated Prior to Subsequent Spring
Cohort N

74% 72% 70% 72% 73%
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Retention 
Rate**

n % n % n % %
Fall 2020 5,738 219 4% 4,085 71% 4,304 75% 74%

Program-Placed 3,756 219 6% 2,718 72% 2,937 78% 77%
Non Program-Placed^ 1,982 0 0% 1,367 69% 1,367 69% 69%

Fall 2021 5,625 240 4% 3,864 69% 4,104 73% 72%
Program-Placed 3,608 240 7% 2,529 70% 2,769 77% 75%
Non Program-Placed^ 2,017 0 0% 1,335 66% 1,335 66% 66%

Fall 2022 5,860 162 3% 4,017 69% 4,179 71% 70%
Program-Placed 3,735 162 4% 2,621 70% 2,783 75% 73%
Non Program-Placed^ 2,125 0 0% 1,396 66% 1,396 66% 66%

Fall 2023 6,170 236 4% 4,284 69% 4,520 73% 72%
Program-Placed 3,851 236 6% 2,686 70% 2,922 76% 74%
Non Program-Placed^ 2,319 0 0% 1,598 69% 1,598 69% 69%

Fall 2024 6,332 254 4% 4,423 70% 4,677 74% 73%
Program-Placed 4,044 254 6% 2,814 70% 3,068 76% 74%
Non Program-Placed^ 2,288 0 0% 1,609 70% 1,609 70% 70%

* Student may or may not be enrolled in the same program as original Fall semester.

** Retention Rate is intended to determine the percent of students that return to Virginia Western to continue their education; therefore, students who graduated have been excluded from this calculation.

~ Based on a student's program status as of the initial Fall semester Cohort Overall Retention RateProgram-Placed Retention RateNon Program-Placed Retention Rate
^ "Non program-placed" includes personal satisfaction, transient, and dual enrollment students (Academic Plan code < 100) Fall 2020 74% 77% 69%
Data: VCCS Master Files, VWIR_GRADS, 7/16/25 Fall 2021 72% 75% 66%

Fall 2022 70% 73% 66%
Fall 2023 72% 74% 69%
Fall 2024 73% 74% 70%

Cohort N
Graduated Prior to Subsequent Spring Enrolled at VWCC Subsequent Spring*

Graduated or Enrolled by 
Subsequent Spring

Virginia Western Fall-to-Spring Retention Summary by Program-Placed Status~
The table below shows fall to spring retention for the past five years broken down by program-placed and non program-placed students
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