
Physical Therapist Assistant Program

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE DISCLOSURE 

Positive Licensure 
Determinations* 

Negative Licensure 
Determinations 

No Licensure 
Determinations 

• All states
• The District of

Columbia
• Puerto Rico
• U.S. Virgin Islands

* The Physical Therapist Assistant Program at Virginia western Community College is currently in candidacy 
status**. The program has determined that its curriculum meets the state educational requirements for licensure 
or certification in all states, the District of Colombia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands secondary to its 
accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).  

CAPTE accreditation of a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant program satisfies state educational 
requirements in all states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Thus, students 
graduating from CAPTE-accredited physical therapist and physical therapist assistant education programs are 
eligible to take the National Physical Therapy Examination and apply for licensure in all states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Graduation from a physical therapist assistant education program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation 
in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), 3030 Potomac Ave., Alexandria, VA 22305-3085; phone: 703-706-3245; 
email: accreditation@apta.org is necessary for eligibility to sit for the licensure examination, which is required in all 
states.

For more information regarding state qualifications and licensure requirements, refer to the Federation of State 
Boards of Physical Therapy website. 

** Effective November 2, Virginia Western Community College has been granted Candidate for Accreditation status 
by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), 3030 Potomac Ave., Suite 100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085; phone: 703-706-3245; email: accreditation@apta.org).  If needing to contact the 
program/institution directly, please call 540-857-6728 or email jtucker@virginiawestern.edu.

Candidate for Accreditation is an accreditation status of affiliation with the Commission on Accreditation in Physical 
Therapy Education that indicates the program may matriculate students in technical/professional courses. 
Achievement of Candidate for Accreditation status does not assure that the program will be granted Initial 
Accreditation.  

Candidacy is considered to be an accredited status, as such the credits and degree earned from a program with 
Candidacy status are considered, by CAPTE, to be from an accredited program.  Therefore, students in the charter 
(first) class should be eligible to take the licensure exam even if CAPTE withholds accreditation at the end of the 
candidacy period. That said, it is up to each state licensing agency, not CAPTE, to determine who is eligible for 
licensure.  Information on licensing requirements should be directed to the Federation of State Boards of Physical 
Therapy (FSBPT; www.fsbpt.org) or specific state boards (a list of state boards and contact information is available 
on FSBPT’s website.
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