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Financial Aid

How and When to Apply

Various forms of financial aid from both public and
private funds are available to students, including
grants, scholarships, loans, and work-study. Any
student or potential student who wishes to apply for
financial aid must submit a completed Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to Federal Student Aid
Programs.

Since most financial aid programs and grants have
limited funding, except the Pell Grant, the date of
application is a critical factor. An application may

be submitted as early as January 1 (e.g., January 1,
2011, for the 2011-2012 academic year). Primary
consideration is given to students whose applications
are received and processed by the Priority Date
published on the Financial Aid web site (http://
virginiawestern.edu/finaid/ howtoapply.html). Please
submit your financial aid application materials as early
as possible!

Pell Grant support can be provided to eligible students
throughout the academic year. However, tuition/book
coverage at the beginning of a semester requires
submission of a valid Student Aid Report, with
supporting documentation, at least seven days prior to
the first day of classes. To allow for processing time, a
student should complete and submit the FAFSA itself
at least six weeks in advance. A student who qualifies
for Pell Grant support, but does not meet the above
timetable for tuition/book coverage, will need to pay
these charges out-of-pocket and the Pell Grant will be
reimbursed in the amount which it has overpaid your
account.

The FAFSA can be submitted directly over the Internet
(www.fafsa.ed.gov). Most students currently utilize this
option. Otherwise, a paper application can be obtained
by calling 1-800-4-FED-AID.

Note: A new financial aid application must be
submitted for each academic year of enrollment.
Since institutional and other locally sponsored
scholarship programs often include financial need as
a consideration, in addition to academic performance,
candidates for these scholarships should also submit a
Free Application for Federal Student Aid.
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Eligibility for Financial Aid

Federal and state-funded grant, loan, and work-study
programs are available to assist with both direct
expenses, such as tuition and books, and indirect
expenses, such as transportation and room and board.
The following eligibility criteria are required for these
programs:

1. Documented financial need. Note: Financial records
including state and federal income tax returns may
be required;

2. Documented citizenship or permanent residence
status;

3. No outstanding obligations on financial aid
previously received at any educational institution or
defaults on educational loans;

4. Enrollment in an eligible program of study;

5. High school diploma or its equivalent, or a
demonstrated ability to benefit;

6. Registration with the Selective Service, if a male born
on or after January 1, 1960 and at least 18 years old;

7. Compliance with certain stipulations pertaining to
the possession and sale of illegal drugs.

Students must continue to satisfy the above criteria
and maintain satisfactory academic progress to retain
financial aid eligibility. A copy of the satisfactory
academic progress standards can be received from the
Financial Aid Office or online at the Virginia Western
website (virginiawestern.edu). Type in the Search

box, Financial Aid, and scroll down to - Eligibility for
Financial Aid.

A student deemed ineligible for continuation of
financial aid may request reinstatement in view of
extenuating circumstances by submitting a written
appeal to the Financial Aid Committee.

Types of Financial Aid

There are four basic types of financial aid: grants,
scholarships, work-study, and loans. A grant consists
of financial support for which neither work nor
repayment is required. Scholarships are funds made



available to students who fit a particular profile. These
funds are generally not expected to be repaid. Work-
study involves actual employment, either on-campus
or at an off-campus public or private nonprofit agency.
Loans must be repaid, normally commencing six
months after graduation. For some loans, interest
begins to accumulate upon actual receipt of funds.

Financial Aid Programs
Federal Pell Grant

Pell grants are a federal aid program based on financial
need. A recipient must be enrolled in an eligible
program of study and cannot have previously received
a baccalaureate degree. Awards are for both direct and
indirect educational expenses. Because Pell Grants
often provide a foundation for other forms of aid,
students seeking any type of financial aid should apply
for Pell. You are automatically considered for the Pell
Grant based on information submitted on the FAFSA.

Who qualifies for a Pell Grant? Since numerous
variables (income, household size, household
members in college, type of tax form filed, assets, etc.)
are taken into consideration, it is difficult to provide a
brief answer to this question. However, to give some
guidance, the following are examples of students who,
during the 2010-2011 academic year, received at least
small Pell Grant awards (approximately $445-$541 per
semester as full-time students):

1. A single independent student with no dependents
of her own, filer of a Form 1040, prior-year taxable
income of $16,286, no prior-year untaxed income,
and assets of $75.

2. A married independent student with no children,
filer of a Form 1040A, prior-year taxable income of
$5,062 (student) and $15,796 (husband), no prior-
year untaxed income and no reportable student
assets.

3. A dependent student from a household containing
two parents and one other child, prior-year parental
income of $47,442 (all taxable), reportable parental
assets of $3,500, prior-year untaxed income of $231,
and prior-year student income of $5,077.

4. A married independent student with three children,
filer of a Form 1040, prior-year taxable income of
$31,858 (husband) and $18,303 (student); and prior-
year untaxed income of $4,884.

5. A dependent student from a household containing
just student and mother, prior-year taxable incomes
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of $7,600 (father) and $19,291 (student), no prior-
year untaxed Income and reportable parental assets
of $200.

Who qualifies for a maximum Pell Grant? Again, it

is difficult to provide a brief answer. However, to give
some guidance, the following are examples of students
who, during the 2010-11 academic year received
maximum Pell Grant awards of $2,625 per semester as
full-time students:

1. A dependent student from a household containing
two parents and one other child, prior-year parental
income of $15,000 (all taxable), reportable parental
assets of $100, prior-year untaxed income of $10,934,
prior-year student income of $7,880, no reportable
student assets.

2. A married independent student with two children,
filer of a Form 1040, prior-year taxable income
of $3,121 student) and $24,433 (husband), no
reportable student assets and prior-year untaxed
income of $4,571.

3. A dependent student whose parents filed a Form
1040A and had an adjusted gross income of less
than or equal to $20,000. In this case, the student’s
income was inconsequential.

4. A single independent student with no dependents
of her own, filer of a Form 1040A, prior-year taxable
income 0f$6,884, no prior-year untaxed income and
reportable assets of $200.

5. A single independent student with no children,
prior-year Social Security benefits of $2,136, no other
prior-year income.

Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)

A federal program designed to assist students with
financial need, which exceeds that covered by other
aid programs. Priority is given to Pell Grant recipients
with greatest remaining need.

Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG)

A federal program under which Pell Grant recipients
can receive additional grant assistance. To qualify, a
student must be a recent high school graduate who
completed a rigorous high school program of study.

A copy of the full criteria, including the required year
of graduation, the definition of a rigorous high school
program of study, and the required college grade point
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average for a second-year student, can be obtained
from the Office of Financial Aid.

College Scholarship Assistance Program
Grant (CSAP)

A program administered by the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia, designed to assist students with
exceptional financial need. To qualify for an award, a
student must be a domiciliary resident of Virginia and
must be enrolled on at least a half-time basis.

Commonwealth Award Program

A state program under which students with financial
need can receive support up to the full amount of
their tuition expense. To qualify, a student must be a
domiciliary resident of Virginia and must be enrolled
on at least a half-time basis.

Part-Time Tuition Assistance Program
(PTAP)

A state aid program similar to the Commonwealth
Award Program, but directed to students enrolled for
1-8 credits per semester.

Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program
(VGAP)

A state program under which first-time freshmen with
financial need can receive tuition coverage plus a
partial book allowance. To qualify, a student must be a
dependent applicant, enrolled on a full-time basis, and
demonstrate a high school grade point average of at
least 2.50.

Virginia Military Survivors and
Dependents Education Program

Provides educational assistance for a spouse of a
qualifying military service member or a child between
16 years of age and no older than 29 years of age, and
must have a parent who died or became permanently
and totally disabled due to a war-related injury or

who is listed as a prisoner of war or missing in action.
Further information and application forms are available
at http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/statebenefits.htm.
Applications should be submitted at least four months
before the expected date of enroliment.

Virginia Public Service Orphans
Education Program

Provides tuition support for children of law
enforcement officers, firefighters, and rescue squad
members. Applicants must be at least 16 years of age
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and no older than 25 and must have a parent who was
killed while serving in one of the above capacities.

Virginia National Guard Tuition
Assistance Program

Provides partial reimbursement for tuition costs.
Demonstration of financial need is not required.
Members of the Virginia National Guard may

be eligible. Applications are available from unit
commanders.

Foster Care Tuition Grant Program

Provides tuition and fee support to students who were
in foster care, in the custody of the Department of
Social Services, or considered a special needs adoption
at the time of high school graduation or completion
of the GED. To qualify, a student must be a domiciliary
resident of Virginia, must be enrolled full-time in an
academic program of at least one academic year in
length, and must not have been previously enrolled
full-time in a postsecondary institution for more than
five years. A student already receiving other grant
funds sufficient to cover tuition and fees is not eligible.

Virginia Western Community College
Academic Scholarship Program

Awarded each year to area high school seniors on the
basis of academic achievement. Demonstration of
financial need is not required. The scholarship funds
are provided by the various governmental subdivisions
of the college’s service region. Awards are for tuition
coverage for two semesters of full-time study and

are received during the first year of enrollment. The
application deadline is May 1.

Virginia Western Educational
Foundation, Inc.

Community citizens, companies, and organizations
generously provide the money to fund these
scholarships. Annual awards are disbursed from over
55 separate scholarship programs. A complete listing
of the scholarships, with their criteria, is available

on line at www.virginiawestern.edu/foundation/
scholarship, or in the Foundation Office located in
Fishburn Hall. The applicant’s academic major and
past academic performance is strongly considered,
with financial need sometimes also being an essential
criterion. Visit www.virginiawestern.edu/foundation/
scholarship for instructions on completing an
application on-line. The following were the 2009-2010
scholarships:




Access Annual Scholarship

Alumni Association Annual Book Scholarship

American Sign Language Scholarship in memory of
Laura Knight Schowe

Bank of Botetourt Art by the James Series Annual
Scholarship

Mike Bassett Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Belmont Presbyterian Church Annual Scholarship

Dr. George K. Bowers Youth Haven Sanctuary Endowed
Scholarship

Bridging the Gap Endowed Scholarship

Brown & Sons Farm Annual Scholarship

William Frank Burton Jr. Annual Scholarship

Orrin Clifton Annual Scholarship

Commonwealth Council Women'’s Leadership
Scholarship

Continental Societies Endowed Scholarship

Dennis R. Cronk Endowed Scholarship

Rita Halsey David Radiography Endowed Scholarship

Hugh E. Davis Annual Nursing Scholarship

Down Syndrome Association of Roanoke Scholarship

Employee Annual Giving Scholarship

Employee Family Scholarship

Friendship Annual Scholarship

Katherine Futrell Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Lucian Y. and June B. Grove Honorary Endowed
Scholarship

Hall Associates Annual Scholarship

HoneyTree Early Learning Center Endowed Scholarship

Gertrude Light Hubbard Annual Scholarship

Raymond and Melvin Hubbard Annual Scholarship

Dr. and Mrs. Abe Jacobson Annual Scholarship

Nicholas E. Janney Memorial Scholarship

Stanard and Betty Lanford Endowed Scholarship

Lewis-Gale Medical Center Endowed Scholarship

Edward G. Magruder Honorary Annual Scholarship

The John Mathis, MD & Krista Crawford-Mathis
Endowed Scholarship

McFarland Endowed Scholarship

Gerry Montgomery Meador Endowed Scholarship

William Milton Meador Endowed Scholarship

Donna L. Mitchell Commonwealth Legacy Scholarship

James Mark Mitchell Memorial Art Endowed
Scholarship

Sister Eveline Murray Annual Scholarship

New City Media Annual Scholarship for
Communication Design

David L. Nickerson Honorary Endowed Scholarship

Nursing Endowed Scholarship

Odasz Annual Scholarship

Elizabeth Wright Painter Memorial Annual Scholarship

Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Payne Endowed Scholarship

Financial Aid

Barry L. Pendrey Memorial Scholarship

Al Pollard Memorial Scholarship for the Culinary Arts

Prestige Motorcycle Club Annual Scholarship

The Roanoke Tribune Annual Scholarship

Roanoke Electric Steel Corporation Endowed
Scholarship

Maurice Strausbaugh Memorial Scholarship

Walter Darnall Vinyard Endowed Scholarship

Fred Whitaker Company Annual Scholarship

Beverly Day Williamson Jr. Endowed Scholarship

Alice Becker Hinchcliffe Williams Endowed Scholarship

John B. Williamson Il Honorary Endowed Scholarship

The Foundation also administers a Community College
Access Program currently for the City of Salem, City

of Roanoke and beginning fall 2011 Franklin County.
Students who are current graduates of high schools

in these cities may have the opportunity to attend
Virginia Western for two years tuition-free. The College
Access Program is a need-based program that uses
the financial aid process to identify student need.

The program supports as many eligible students

as possible based on financial need and funds
available for the program. For more information
about this program, please visit our website at www.
virginiawestern.edu/ccap.

External Scholarship Programs

Numerous scholarships are available each year from
external sponsors, based upon completion of their
own application forms. Some of these forms can be
obtained directly from the college’s Financial Aid
Office, including the following:

American Association of University Women

American Business Women'’s Association

Big Sun Scholarship for Athletes

Coca-Cola Scholarship

Dorothy J. Hall Scholarship (Virginia Credit Union)

Foundation of the National Student Nurses’
Association, Inc.

Foundation for Roanoke Valley

Frank E. Page Scholarship

Health Focus of Southwest Virginia

Mary Marshall Nursing Scholarship Program

Mildred A. Mason Memorial Scholarship Foundation

National Association of Women in Construction P.E.O.,
Chapter Al

Roanoke Academy of Medicine Auxiliary Space Grant

Talbots Women's Scholarship Fund

Tylenol Scholarship

Virginia Business & Professional Women’s Foundation

Virginia Child Care Provider Scholarship

Virginia League for Nursing, Inc.
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Federal Stafford Loan Program

Permits eligible students to receive long-term,
low-interest educational loans with no repayment

or interest obligations while they are enrolled in
college. The Department of Education provides loans
to borrowers who are enrolled at least half time and
demonstrate financial need.

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan Program

Similar to the Federal Stafford Loan Program, except
that demonstration of financial need is not required.
Meanwhile, the student must pay or capitalize interest
while enrolled in school.

Parent Plus Loans

The Parent PLUS Program is designed to assist the
parent or legal guardian of a dependent student whose
educational expenses exceed other financial resources.
Repayment normally begins within 60 days from the
date of disbursement and can continue over a ten-year
period.
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Federal Work-Study Program

Provides federally funded part-time employment
opportunities on and off campus for students to meet
part of their educational expenses.

Veterans Affairs

The Veterans Affairs Office assists students in applying
for VA benefits, in furthering the process of certifying
eligibility, and in maintaining accurate enrollment
and student status records. All veteran students
receiving educational benefits must be enrolled in an
official curriculum leading to a diploma, certificate,

or degree. Veterans and eligible dependents of
veterans should contact the Office of Veterans Affairs,
Chapman Hall, Room C106, on the Virginia Western
campus. The telephone number is (540) 857-7395. The
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education
for VA entitlements approves programs of education
offered at Virginia Western Community College.



Financial Aid

Financial Aid Frequently Asked Questions

How can | obtain financial aid?

If you wish to apply for financial aid, you must submit the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Here are your options
for applying: - The quickest way to apply is online using FAFSA on
the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov or - Go to www.FederalStudentAid.
ed.gov and download a PDF version of the FAFSA or - Call 1-800-
4-FED-AID (433-3243) and request a paper application. No
additional Virginia Western financial aid form is needed for the

fall and spring semesters. A supplemental form is required for the
summer semester. This form will be mailed to all current financial
aid recipients in early March. New students will be mailed this form
when their financial aid file is complete. .

What types of financial aid are available?

There are four kinds of financial aid at Virginia Western: grants,
scholarships, loans, and work-study. Our largest program is Pell.
The average cost of tuition and books for a full-time student at
Virginia Western is around $2,810 per semester, and the maximum
Pell award is $2,526 per semester. Other types of aid often
supplement Pell Grants.

When are Pell checks ready?

First, federal funds must be ordered once Student Aid Reports have
been processed and the U.S. Department of Education provides
authorization. Usually the initial disbursement is 6-8 weeks into
the semester. Subsequent disbursements are made periodically
throughout the term.

When can students obtain books?

Textbooks and supplies can be charged to the student's financial
aid award. The student must be enrolled for at least 6 credits.
Review your financial aid award letter for specific dates.

Must | repay my financial aid if | withdraw
from school during the semester?

A student who withdraws from all classes during the first 60% of
the semester very frequently has to repay a portion of the financial
aid that he or she has received. The amount of repayment is
influenced by the date on which the last course withdrawal took
place. A similar calculation is performed in those cases where the
student ceases attendance in all courses, whether or not he or she
has actually submitted a formal notice of withdrawal.

What is the application deadline for finan-
cial aid?

Students should apply as early as possible to allow sufficient

time for processing, generally 4-5 weeks. Additional time may

be required if corrections and/or verification are necessary.
Applications that have been processed by May 31 receive priority
for state grants; these funds are limited). For some types of aid, such
as Pell grants and Stafford loans, students can apply anytime during
the year. However, they should be prepared to pay for tuition and
books, and receive reimbursement, if their application cannot be
processed within seven days prior to the start of classes.

What financial aid is available for part-time
students?

With the exception of some scholarships, which are restricted to
full-time students, students enrolled for at least six credits may
qualify for most types of financial aid provided at Virginia Western.
PTAP, a state grant program, is available for students taking 1-8
credits.

What is a Hope Credit?

This is a tax credit, up to a maximum of $1,500, which can be taken
by eligible students for tuition paid during the freshman and
sophomore years.
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